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been permitted to make an observation that could in no wise detract from the merit of his elders, and is absolutely necessary for the advancing his own. I have often seen one of these not only molested in his utterance of something very pertinent, but even plundered of his question, and by a strong Serjeant shouldered put of his rank, which he has recovered with much dim-, culty and confusion. Now as great part of the business of this profession might be despatched by one that perhaps
A"best virtute diserti Messalse, nee scit quantum Cascellius Aulus.   Hon.*
So I can't conceive the injustice done to the public if the men of reputation in this calling would introduce such of the young ones into business whose application to this study will let them into the secrets of it, as much as their modesty will hinder them from the practice : I say, it would be laying an everlasting obligation upon a young man to be introduced at first only as a mute, until by this countenance, and a resolution to support the good opinion conceived of him in his betters, his complexion shall be so well settled that the litigious of this island may be secure of his obstreperous aid. If I might be indulged to speak in the style of a lawyer I would say, that any one about thirty years of age might make a common motion to the Court with as much elegance and propriety as the most aged advocates in the hall.
I can't advance the merit of modesty by any argument of my own so powerfully as by inquiring into the sentiments the greatest among the ancients of different ages entertained upon this virtue. If we go back to the days of Solomon, we shall find favour a necessary consequence to a shamefaced man. Pliny, the greatest lawyer and most elegant writer of the age he lived in, in several of his epistles is very solicitous in recommending to the public some young men of his own profession, and very often undertakes to become an advocate, upon condition that some one of these his favourites might be joined with him in order to produce the merit of such whose modesty otherwise would have suppressed it. It may seem very marvellous to a
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